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EU strategy 



Sustainable development meets the needs 

of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their 

own needs” (UN 1987 World Commission 

on Environment and Development)

Sustainability is the ability to continue a 

defined behavior indefinitely, therefore not 

hindering the future in any way, neither 

environmental, nor economic or social.

In theory 



In theory 



Ipsos Synthesio Repοrt, Conclusions 

Labelling complexity adds to consumer confusion, with numerous terms, symbols, and 

ecolabels causing distrust. To pave the way for a circular economy, it is crucial to 

address these challenges and provide clear information to consumers. 

In practice, consumers 



In practice, the brands 

The pilot purgatory

66 % of pledges to go greener on plastic have failed due to companies breaking their 

own commitments and targets

the overwhelming majority of pilots have not shown progress beyond the initial 

announcement, with no acknowledgement of cancelled pilots or shared learnings from 

those projects. 



In practice, the EU m/s

The European Commission in a report published on 08 June 2023 lists the Member 

States at risk of not meeting the preparation for reuse and recycling targets for 

municipal and all packaging waste for 2025 and the landfill target for 2035.

Greece is at risk of missing the 2025 targets for the recycling of municipal waste and of all 
packaging waste. The distance to the 2035 target for the landfilling of municipal waste is also 
of concern.



In our everyday practice



98% of people in APAC are prepared to take action to live in a more

environmentally conscious way.

The first barrier that stops many of them taking action, however, is increased cost 

of living and the fact that too many sustainability products are still perceived to 

come at a premium

In practice, the price to pay





PPWR proposal published on 30th

November 2023



PPWR proposal published on 30th

November 2023

OVER PROMISE - UNDER DELIVER -



• Article 22 and Annex V of the PPWR revision, currently 

discussed at EU level, restrict the use of certain packaging 

formats such as the proposed ban on packaging for fresh 

fruits and vegetables or the ban on single use packaging for 

food and beverage. This overlooks the important role that 

packaging plays for a resilient food system, in the 

prevention of food waste and cross-contamination, and 

needs to be carefully assessed to prevent unintended 

consequences for consumers’ health and safety. 

• Such bans will also favour food waste and spoilage. This 

runs counter the objectives of the Waste Framework 

Directive, also under review, which sets out a 30% food 

waste reduction targets in retail and other distribution of 

food, in restaurants and food services (per capita and 

compared to 2020 data).

NO packaging at all ????



Protecting sensitive food products ??

• Several Member States have already introduced an obligation to sell fresh fruit and 

vegetables in bulk (Spain, in December 2022) or restricted the use of packaging 

made partly or wholly of plastic for the sale of fresh fruit and vegetables (France, in 

July 2023). 

• Such measures violate Article 6(3) of the TRIS Directive on technical barriers to 

trade (which obliges Member States to refrain from adopting legislation when a 

matter is addressed at EU level) and fragment the Union market as diverging 

requirements will apply across Europe.

• We see a risk of fragmentation of the Single Market in relation to the transposition of 

the ban on the use of packaging for the sale of fresh fruit and vegetables. While 

Annex V (point 2) in the Commission’s text foresees the possibility to adopt 

exemptions in case, for instance, of turgidity loss, physical shock etc. the proposal 

has no built in mechanism to ensure that such exemptions will apply equally in all 

Member States. In practice, this could mean that for instance carrots are exempted 

in Spain but included in the French ban. Again, this would fragment the Union 

market. 

https://technical-regulation-information-system.ec.europa.eu/en/home


BUT, what about the safety of 

consumers  ????







This 2023 survey covers a statistically significant sample size across 66 percent of 

global GDP and 50 percent of the global population, as well as across demographics 

in each of the 11 countries.

Responses from more than 11,500 consumers reveal three main findings. First, 

across all countries, hygiene and shelf life top the list of factors important in 

consumers’ purchasing decisions. 

Second, on the environmental impact of product packaging, consumer concerns 

related to ocean litter are most evident in Europe, Japan, and the United States. 

Meanwhile, consumers in other Asian countries and Latin America seem most 

concerned about other forms of pollution. 













2023 research was to perform a comprehensive evaluation of the hygienic 

condition of foodservice serviceware items, particularly the reusable takeout and 

delivery containers, single-use items and dine-in reusable foodservice items.

Along with aerobic plate count microbial levels, the study also compared levels of 

Coliform and Staphylococcus bacteria

CONCLUSIONS

Overall, reusable to-go durable foodservice items had higher aerobic plate count 

microbiological levels than reusable dine-in and single-use items

Reusable packs



Reusable packs



Reusable packs



WE NEED MORE DATA, MORE REPORTS AND 
STUDIES

Reusable packs



Many models and ideas are explored for the reusable sector 

Reuse and SUI



EN 12875-1:2005, Mechanical dishwashing

EN 12875-2:2001, Mechanical dishwashing resistance of utensils - Part 2: 
Inspection of non-metallic articles

EN 12875-4:2006, Mechanical dishwashing resistance of utensils - Part 4: Rapid 
test for domestic ceramic articles

EN 12875-5:2006, Mechanical dishwashing resistance of utensils - Part 5: Rapid 
test for ceramic catering articles 

Outdated EN standards still exist in the market

Reuse and SUI



Reuse and SUI

MODERN  standards ensuring food and beverage consumer safety should cover  

every food and beverage category



Concluions:

Without consistent target specifications for quality recyclate for circular packaging, 

there will not be enough material to meet the recycled content demand.

The European plastics industry is not yet able to reach its recycling targets due to 

insufficient volumes of recycled plastic that fully meet the required quality for all key 

packaging applications. Furthermore, recycled content targets are expected to 

increase under the European Commission’s proposed Packaging and Packaging 

Waste Regulation (PPWR).

We urgently need to produce recyclate quality target specifications and associated 

bale specifications to develop the market.





SUPD implementation, the Greek case



Νόμος 4736/2020 (Ενσωμάτωση της 

Οδηγίας 2019/904 σχετικά με τη μείωση 

των επιπτώσεων ορισμένων πλαστικών 

προϊόντων στο περιβάλλον). 

Νόμος 4819/2021 (Ολοκληρωμένο πλαίσιο 

για τη διαχείριση των αποβλήτων). 

Απόφαση της 20 Δεκεμβρίου 2021 για τον 

καθορισμό Καθορισμός του τύπου και του 

περιεχομένου της δήλωσης απόδοσης της 

εισφοράς προστασίας του περιβάλλοντος 

για τα πλαστικά προϊόντα

Nόμος 4876/2021, 23 Δεκεμβρίου 

2021 με τίτλο ‘Ρυθμίσεις για την 

αντιμετώπιση της πανδημίας του 

κορωνοϊού COVID-19 και την 

προστασία της δημόσιας υγείας και 

άλλες επείγουσες διατάξεις’ 

ΥΠΕΝ, Διευκρινήσεις σχετικά με την 

επιβολή εισφοράς προστασίας

του περιβάλλοντος, 29/12/2022

ΝΟΜΟΣ 4964/2022

Διατάξεις για την απλοποίηση της 

περιβαλλοντικής αδειοδότησης κα

SUPD implementation, the Greek case



Illegally mass-distributed articles with no direct food contact 
certifications 

August 2023, Athens September  2023, Athens

SUPD implementation, the Greek case



= Illegally mass-distributed reusable bamboo DFC packages
- Intended use instructions are missing also in every case.

November  2023, Athens
SUPD implementation, the Greek case



1. EU Consumers are massively greenwashed 
2. The majority of EU consumers cannot afford to pay a 

very expensive green pack
3. The EU customers prioritize food and beverage safety
4. Lack of reports on food safety of reusable and new 

green packs
5. New revised standards needed to cover each scenario
6. Implementation of regulations is a key issue in the 

majority of MS
7. Food waste/food loss will stand as the great looser 

toward the path for a green deal



Our network



Contact our team of experts

www.pac.gr


	Διαφάνεια 1
	Διαφάνεια 2
	Διαφάνεια 3
	Διαφάνεια 4
	Διαφάνεια 5
	Διαφάνεια 6
	Διαφάνεια 7
	Διαφάνεια 8
	Διαφάνεια 9
	Διαφάνεια 10
	Διαφάνεια 11
	Διαφάνεια 12
	Διαφάνεια 13
	Διαφάνεια 14
	Διαφάνεια 15
	Διαφάνεια 16
	Διαφάνεια 17
	Διαφάνεια 18
	Διαφάνεια 19
	Διαφάνεια 20
	Διαφάνεια 21
	Διαφάνεια 22
	Διαφάνεια 23
	Διαφάνεια 24
	Διαφάνεια 25
	Διαφάνεια 26
	Διαφάνεια 27
	Διαφάνεια 28
	Διαφάνεια 29
	Διαφάνεια 30
	Διαφάνεια 31
	Διαφάνεια 32
	Διαφάνεια 33
	Διαφάνεια 34
	Διαφάνεια 35
	Διαφάνεια 36
	Διαφάνεια 37
	Διαφάνεια 38
	Διαφάνεια 39: Contact our team of experts

